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Widescreen
LGOS on test

Dan Gardiner and Dominik Krupinski tes
latest widescreen LCD monitors to sort

the bad and the ugly.

Buyer's
checklist

+ Good contrast and wide colour
gamut. These are two of the main
aspects that effect overall visual
characteristics, and the former
can have a strong influence on
the Latter. It's often hard to find a
screen that's good in both areas.

AOC 2236VWH

# Colour tint. Some screens
have a noticeable colour bias
— usually blue, green or pink
— that can tint the images
they produce. Viewing a white
background on the screen side
on can help indicate whether
there's a noticeable colour tint.
+ Multiple inputs, Most screens
provide DVI, HDMI and VGA
inputs, but some higher-end
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measure of how many shades
between black and white it can
display. Dynamic contrast
doesn’t change this, but uses
the backlight to brighten or
dim the entire onscreen image.
Unfortunately, it doesn't work
as well as the big numbers
might indicate, so we'd suggest
ignoring the dynamic contrast
rating entirely.

models also have component
video and DisplayPort. More
inputs can cost a packet.

# Viewing angles. Most screens
don’t do well when viewed from
below, with colours inverting to
give a ‘negative’ effect; however,
you should expect reasonably
good side and top viewing angles.
* Ignore dynamic contrast.

A screen's contrast specisa
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In recent testing, we've generally
been able to rely on AOC to
produce inexpensive yet good-
quality screens and the 2236Vwh
is no exception. As tends to be
the case with AOC monitors,

rich colours aren't a strong point
here. If we were uncharitable,
we'd call the screen’s colours
slightly washed out. At the same
time, though, what colours

there are chnw onnd halance

AOC 2436VWH
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The 2436Vwh is pretty much

the cheapest 24in screen around
and you can typically find it
selling online for a tiny $220.
Given that price, this one's
actually pretty good value. While
it wasn't the best we saw for
visual quality, it generally did
better than ViewSonic's more
expensive VX2433wm in both
our real-world and PassMark

and images are bnght clear

and display good detail. Blacks

are pretty decent, too. This
makes for a good gaming
monitor, with games arguably

losing less impact from a limited
colour range than movies, while
full HD resolution (1,920 x 1,080

pixels) and HDMI plus VGA
inputs make hooking up an

HD games console a non-issue.

At £200. the 2236Vwh is also

tests. It's worth noting that the
2436Vwh has a bluish tint
compared to most other models,
and its lower contrast doesn't
make it quite as good for gaming
as BenQ)'s E2420HD, though it's
fine for desktop use and even
the occasional movie. There's an
acceptable number of controls
to tweak (including individual
red, green and blue levels), but

the least expensive
22in screen in our
roundup. However,
it's only $20 less
than its larger
sibling, the 2436Vwh,
which in some

sense makes it

a bit redundant.

PC User says: A decent unit,
but there's no point choosing

it over the laraer 2436Vwh.

the majority of settings are
unlabelled icons, making some
settings difficult to identify,
and the touch control interface
can be slow and sometimes
unresponsive. On the whole,
though, we'd pay the extra $25
and opt for the Ben() instead.
PC User says: If you're not
interested in gaming, this one’s
a solid, wallet-friendly option.

Like most PC components,

the price of LCD monitors has
drastically fallen in the last
year, with many 24in models
now selling for the $250-300
mark. The other good new is
that the quality of the screens
has generally gone up since

we last tested them, though
there were still some particular
standouts — both good and
bad. Widescreen 16:10 aspect
ratio monitors seem to have
gone the way of the dodo (we
only received three for this
roundup), with 16:9, 1080p
maodels now being the norm

in the 22-24in space. When
shopping for a screen, it's
important to remember that
specs don't tell the whole story
— asituation that's made
worse because of the fact that
some vendors don't provide

a full list of them. In general,
we found that image quality
largely seems to be a trade-off
between richness of colours or
contrast and clarity. You usually
can't have both, so you need to
pick your preferred option or go
for a reasonable compromise
between the two.




